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About the Composer
Joseph T. Spaniola, DMA

Joseph T. Spaniola (b. May 7, 1963) is a composer on a passionate quest to engage the hearts and minds of
audiences and performers through the communicative powers of music.

Dr. Spaniola has composed works for orchestra, band, chamber ensembles, solo instruments, voice, choir,
and electronic tape. The composer is active as an arranger, a clinician, adjudicator, guest lecturer, and periodi-
cally composes, orchestrates and arranges for commercial music projects (trade shows, industrial videos, doc-
umentary films, etc.). Spaniola’s ESCAPADE was the winner of the 2001 National Band Association/William
D. Revelli Memorial Composition Competition. Additional information regarding the composer is available at
www.josephspaniola.com.

In 2007 Dr. Spaniola joined the faculty of the University of West Florida Department of Music. He is Pro-
fessor and Director of Jazz Studies and Music Theory. Prior to that he served as the Chief Composer/Arranger
for the United States Air Force Academy Band (Colorado Springs, CO). He received his Doctor of Musical
Arts in Composition from the University of North Texas where he studied composition with Cindy McTee. At
UNT he also studied composition with Larry Austin and jazz composition/arranging with Paris Rutherford.
He received his Master of Music in Composition, and his Bachelor of Music in Theory and Composition from
Michigan State University where he studied composition with Jere Hutcheson, Charles Ruggiero and James Niblock. He also st.licd ¢mposition with
Sam Headrick at Boston University.

Visit www.musicapropria.com for more information on the works of Joseph Spaniola.
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UPLIFTED

Answering the Call

The U.S. Air Force celebrated its 70th Anniversary in 2017. One of its underlying strengths is the ability to swiftly deploy and the ability to sus-
tain operations anywhere on the face of the earth. This Rapid Global Mobility allows the United States joint services to send equipment, personnel, and
time-sensitive supplies on a moment’s notice wherever the four winds blow whenever it is necessary. Airlifts, Air Refueling, Aeromedical Evacuations
and Airdrops are critical components of this rapid mobility. Whether sustaining the warfighter in any environment or delivering hope with humanitarian
assistance, the men and women of Air Mobility Command answer the call for these global needs every day. They lift up, literally and figuratively, those in
need.

When the call comes, it'is loady engines, and wheels up. A C-5 pilot is reported to have described his job to be “flying a 747 that is intended to be shot
at.” Another pilot described amission‘as being “99% routine and 1% Terror.” There is the rush of the take-off and then the peace of reaching cruising alti-
tude. For long-distance missions there is the possibility of an air refueling—an unnatural and challenging dance between two aircraft. Landing in a conflict
or threat area presents danger to_crew, craft and cargo. There are potential missiles and gunfire to avoid as well as possible chemical or biological threats
once on the ground.  Unloading during a conflict is a harrowing and dangerous endeavor, often requiring the craft to keep its engines running to allow for
a quick departure. At this point the mission is only half complete. Our crew must make the return trip home.

A triumphant delivery on demand most often goes unnoticed. It could be due to the sheer number of missions—in recent years there has been a mission
every 90 seconds of every day of the year. The routineness of the work in no way diminishes its importance. The ability to consistently and effectively
complete these missions is the backbone of the services’ global capability. It uplifts us in body and spirit. We are comforted and reassured knowing that
there are brave men and women who are ever vigilant and always ready to answer the call. JTS
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